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Street Drugs With Potential Therapeutic Uses

Drug Name Legal Status Proposed/Possible Psychiatric 
Indications

Primary Agent or 
Psychotherapy Adjunct

Level of Evidence

Ayahuasca Schedule I or religious use Addiction, PTSD, depression Primary Case reports 

Cannabis Schedule I but legal in many 
states

PTSD Yet to be determined Anecdotal

Ibogaine Schedule I Addiction Primary Case reports

Ketamine Schedule III Depression, PTSD, OCD, alcohol 
use disorder, others

Primary Multiple RCTs

Kratom Not scheduled Opioid withdrawal Primary Anecdotal

LSD Schedule I Anxiety in patients with life-
threatening illness

Primary Case reports

MDMA Schedule I PTSD Primary Phase 2 trials

Psilocybin Schedule I Depression, anxiety due to life-
threatening Illness

Primary Phase 1 trials


