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Now imagine dumping tyramine into a body that does not
have any functioning MAO. This is the situation of a patient on
MAOIs. In this case, there is a double whammy of NE: first, the
MAOI inhibits the breakdown of NE directly; and second, the 
tyramine, acting as an independent false neurotransmitter, dis-
places NE from nerve terminals. (See Figure 1.) The combined effect
floods the body with NE, causing mega vasoconstriction, severe
hypertension, and potentially catastrophic sequelae like stroke. 
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