Antipsychotic Medications Used for Children

Medication Indication(s) Age group (years)
FDA-approved for children
First-generation antipsychotics
Chlorpromazine (Thorazine) Schizophrenia
. . 1-12

Bipolar disorder

Perphenazine (Trilafon) Schizophrenia >12

Pimozide (Orap) Tourette’s syndrome >12

Prochlorperazine (Compazine) Schizophrenia >2

Trifluoperazine (Stelazine) Schizophrenia >0

Second-generation antipsychotics

Aripiprazole (Abilify) Schizophrenia 13-17
Bipolar disorder monotherapy or with lithium/valproate 10-17
Irritability associated with autism 6-17

Olanzapine (Zyprexa) Schizophrenia 13-17
Bipolar disorder

Quetiapine (Seroquel) Schizophrenia 13-17
Bipolar disorder (acute mania) 10-17

Risperidone (Risperdal) Schizophrenia 13-17
Bipolar disorder 10-17
Irritability associated with autism 5-16

Paliperidone (Invega) Schizophrenia 12-17

Not FDA-approved for children, but sometimes used off-label

Asenapine (Saphris)

Illoperidone (Fanapt)

Lurasidone (Latuda)

Amisulpride (Amipride)

Ziprasidone (Geodon)

Clozapine

Paliperidone (Invega)

Source: Hari Nair, MD, Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Mount Sinai-St. Lukes’s/Roosevelt Health System, New York, NY.
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